
"A Book Review of "Islamicate
Cosmopolitan Spirit"

Islamicate Cosmopolitan Spirit is a groundbreaking book by Bruce B.
Lawrence that provides a fresh perspective on Islamic history and
culture. The author examines the cosmopolitan spirit of Islam, which
has allowed for a diverse range of influences to be incorporated into
the religion throughout history. Lawrence argues that this spirit has led
to the creation of a unique Islamic civilization that has been shaped by
the encounter with different cultures and traditions. 
Bruce B Lawrence has divided his book into six chapters, each
exploring a different aspect of the concept of Islamicate
Cosmopolitanism. The three main terms he focuses on are “Islamicate,”
“cosmopolitanism,” and “spirit.” 
The term “Islamicate” refers to the cultural and intellectual traditions of
the Islamic world, including those of non-Muslims who were part of
Islamic societies. This includes the cultural, scientific, and artistic
achievements of the Islamic world that have been transmitted to other
cultures. 
“Cosmopolitanism” is the idea that people can live together in a world
that is diverse and pluralistic. It emphasizes the importance of mutual
respect, tolerance, and understanding between different cultures and
communities. 
The term “spirit” refers to the intangible, inner qualities that make up
the essence of Islamicate Cosmopolitanism. This includes qualities like
openness, curiosity, empathy, and a desire to learn from other
cultures. 
In each chapter, Lawrence examines different aspects of Islamicate
Cosmopolitanism, such as the importance of language, travel, and
translation in fostering cross-cultural exchange. He also explores the
role of literature, art, and music in creating a shared cultural heritage,
as well as the challenges and opportunities of living in a pluralistic
world. 
Lawrence refers to his book as a manifesto because he sees it as a call
to action. He argues that in the face of growing intolerance and division
in the world, we need to embrace the values of Islamicate
Cosmopolitanism in order to create a more just and peaceful world. By
highlighting the contributions of historical figures like al-Biruni and
contemporary artists like MF Hussain, he hopes to inspire readers to
become ICS exemplars themselves and contribute to a more
cosmopolitan world.  
The Interplay of Longing and Belonging in the Islamicate
Cosmopolitan Spirit and its Connection to the Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam Idea:
Lawrence delves into the themes of ‘longing’ and ‘belonging’ and
expresses how they pertain to the Islamicate cosmopolitan spirit. He
says longing, in this context, refers to the desire for a connection to a
larger cosmopolitan community, one that transcends borders and
boundaries. It is a sense of yearning for a world in which cultural,
linguistic, and religious differences are celebrated rather than feared.
This longing is driven by a recognition of the interconnectedness of
humanity and the importance of embracing diversity.  
Belonging, on the other hand, refers to the sense of attachment and
rootedness in a particular place or culture. It is the feeling of being part
of a community that shares common values, traditions, and language.
This sense of belonging is crucial for individuals to have a stable sense
of identity and a sense of home. 
Lawrence argues that the Islamicate cosmopolitan spirit combines
both of these concepts, allowing individuals to simultaneously long for
a larger, more inclusive community while also belonging to their
specific cultural or religious traditions. He suggests that this 

The Barzakh Logic of Islamicate Cosmopolitan Spirit:
Exploring the Exemplars of Al-Biruni and MF Hussain : 
Bruce B. Lawrence explores the concept of barzakh logic as a key
element in the formation and evolution of the Islamicate
cosmopolitan spirit. Barzakh is a Persian word, which appears in
surah Rahaman in Quran that refers to a space or interval between
two entities, such as the barrier and bridge between the world of
the living and the dead. 
According to Lawrence, barzakh logic allows for the creation of new
forms of knowledge and understanding that emerge from the
intersection of different cultural and intellectual traditions. This logic
allows individuals to move beyond traditional boundaries and to
explore new ways of thinking and being. The Islamicate
cosmopolitan spirit, therefore, is not just about the coexistence
of different cultures and religions but about the creation of
new possibilities and opportunities through the merging and
blending of different traditions. 
Lawrence argues that Muslims have long been adept at navigating
the Barzakh and that this has been a key factor in the development
of Islamic civilization. Lawrence identifies al-Biruni, a medieval
Muslim scholar, as a prime exemplar of someone who embodied
the ICS and was able to navigate the Barzakh between Islamic and
Indian cultures. 
Lawrence also highlights the work of contemporary artist MF
Hussain as an exemplar of the ICS in action. Hussain, who was a
Muslim but also drew inspiration from Hindu and other non-Muslim
traditions, created art that blurred the boundaries between
different cultures and challenged narrow-minded thinking.
Hussain’s work serves as an example of the potential of the ICS to
bridge cultural divides and create new possibilities. 
Overall, Islamicate Cosmopolitan Spirit is a highly informative and
thought-provoking book that offers a fresh perspective on Islam
and its role in shaping the world. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history and culture of the Islamic world, as well as
those seeking to understand the challenges and opportunities of
globalisation in the 21st century.  
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cosmopolitan spirit is not a
rejection of tradition, but rather
an expansion of it. It allows
individuals to hold onto their
cultural and religious roots while
also engaging with the broader
world in a spirit of curiosity and
openness. 
This expression of longing and
belonging is akin to the Vedic
phrase ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
which means “The World Is One
Family”. Thus, Lawrence’s
emphasis on the concepts of
“longing” and “belonging” can be
seen as an expression of the
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam idea. 

Read full review on: www.uara.in/islamicate-cosmopolitan-spirit-a-call-for-action/
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