
In the shadow of gleaming skyscrapers and the bustle of corporate
Noida, there exists a different world—a narrow alley of makeshift homes,
tin roofs, and worn-out tarps. It is here, in this jhuggi settlement, that the
Umran Green Perspective Foundation (UGPF) recently spent a day not
just distributing warm clothes, but building bridges of empathy and
awareness.

The winter wind was harsh, but it was not the only thing that bit deep.
For the residents—mostly migrant laborers from Bihar—each day is a
struggle against invisibility. Lacking electricity, sanitation, and proper
access to education, they survive on the margins of a city that rarely
looks their way. Yet, when our volunteers arrived with bundles of warm
clothing, hygiene kits, and snacks for children, they were met not with
despair, but cautious hope.

Each item given—be it a shawl, a packet of sanitary napkins, or a biscuit
—was checked and prepared with care by volunteers. But beyond the
material, it was the act of conversation that meant the most. “We sat with
them, not above them,” said one of our volunteers. “We listened.”

Among the most pressing concerns voiced were the lack of basic
facilities and the absence of formal education. Most parents here have
little idea about government programs or their children’s right to
schooling. “No one told us,” a mother quietly admitted. “We didn’t know
school was free.”

In a powerful moment, teenage girls were handed sanitary napkins—
most for the first time in their lives. Initially hesitant and even
embarrassed, they slowly began to open up. Our volunteers, with
patience and dignity, explained not only the how—but the why: the
importance of menstrual hygiene, the long-term health benefits, and
most importantly, that this knowledge was their right, not a luxury.
What does it mean to live with dignity? It begins with recognizing your
own worth. And this is where Umran’s work begins.

The old adage speaks of food, clothing, and shelter as life’s essentials.
But in today’s world, education and healthcare have rightfully joined
the list. Sadly, these continue to remain out of reach for many—
particularly in places like Bihar, where poverty often forces parents to
send children to work rather than to school. “More hands mean more
income,” they say, unaware that they are trading away their children’s
future for the sake of today’s meal.

This is not just poverty. This is the failure of a society that has
normalized inequality.

We, at UGPF, do not believe in waiting for miracles. Change does not
arrive overnight—it arrives through commitment, one act at a time.
And so, we are building. Not just confidence or awareness, but an
actual school in Bihar. A space where children can learn not just to
read and write, but to dream
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A R T I C L E S  &  C R E A T I V E  W R I T I N G S

This school is envisioned as a space where no one is asked about caste,
gender, religion, or income. The only admission requirement is curiosity.
Because education, as Nelson Mandela said, is the most powerful
weapon to change the world.

Our volunteers—Sachin, Shanaz, Shakil, Ashna, and Amit—have become
the quiet warriors of this change. Their presence in Noida was not a
fleeting charity event, but a continuation of Umran’s deeper mission: to
recognize every human being as deserving of equality and dignity.

When the sun began to set over the jhuggi, and the last shawl had been
handed out, a little boy tugged on a volunteer’s sleeve. “Will you come
again?” he asked. Not for biscuits—but for a story, a lesson, a hope.

We are building that answer.

We thank Health Plus Inde for sponsoring the hygiene kits, and
@webultrasolution for the warm clothing that brought both comfort
and dignity.

The road ahead is long. But with every act of service, every moment
of listening, and every school built brick by brick—we inch closer to
the society we imagine. As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar once said, “The
purpose of education is to moralize and socialize.” Let us not stop
until every child in every jhuggi knows this truth—not just in words,
but in the life they live.

Let their eyes shine—not just from the warmth of a blanket, but
from the fire of knowledge.
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